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Clinical Image Description

We report the case of a 4-year-old, only child in his family, 
with no personal or family history. He consulted for a leukocoria 
of the left eye never explored before.

Ophthalmologic examination of the left eye revealed vi-
sual acuity reduced to light perception. The ocular tonus was 
14mmhg. Slit lamp examination revealed a cataract (Figure 1) 
with inaccessible fundus. The examination of the right eye was 
strictly normal. Ocular ultrasound revealed a hyperechecogenic 
lens, with a posterior bulge suggestive of a lenticonus, and for 
the posterior segment, there were no other anomalies (Figure 
2). An etiological workup was performed (urinalysis and pro-
teinuria), it came back normal. In addition, the audiogram was 
normal. Management consisted of cataract surgery by phaco-
emulsification with posterior capsulorhexis and implantation in 
the bag, followed by treatment of the amblyopia.
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Posterior lenticonus is an ectasia of the posterior lens cap-
sule that manifests as a circumscribed round or oval bulge of 
the posterior surface of the lens.

It usually presents as a sporadic unilateral anomaly with a 
female predominance, sometimes associated with a congeni-
tal cataract. In the RUSSELL-EGGITT series, posterior lenticonus 
was associated with a unilateral congenital cataract in 14% of 
children.

Other rare ocular associations include microphthalmia, mi-
crocornea, persistence of the vascular system of the anterior 
hyaloid, and uveal colobomas. It may also occur in the setting of 
Alport syndrome and Lowe’s oculocerebrorenal syndrom.
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Figure 1: (A) Slit lamp examination of the left eye: congenital cataract; (B) Ultrasound image of the left eye: Conical
deformation of the posterior surface of the lens suggesting a posterior lenticonus.


