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Clinical Image description

Background: Ectopic pregnancy is a common condition, with 
a reported incidence of approximately 2% among all pregnan-
cies [1], Fallopian tubes represent the most involved implanta-
tion’s site (>98%). However, advanced ectopic tubal pregnancy 
is uncommon, and might be life-threatening [2].

Case presentation: A 40 years women presented to the 
emergency department with abdominal pain and a history of 
irregular menstrual cycles. Upon physical examination, she had 
stable vital signs with abdominal tenderness. BHCG levels in the 
blood were very high. Ultrasonography imaging revealed an 11 
weeks tubal pregnancy (fetal heart positive activity) and moder-
ate peritoneal effusion suggestive of rupture. Laparotomy con-
firmed these findings; The patient undewent salpingectomy. On 
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gross, the specimen consisted of a right fallopian tube measur-
ing 6,5 cm (length) x5 cm (diameter) with a distented ruptured 
segment containing fetus, membranes and placenta. The fetus 
measured 4, 5 cm (crown to rump) and weighed 22.5 g. The 
head circumference was 3,6cm. The vertebral column was in-
tact. There was no patency of eyes, nose, mouth or anus. No 
craniofacial defects were grossly identified. The skin had normal 
appearance. The placenta measured 4,6 x4,2 cm weighed 50 g, 
with an eccentrically attached umbilical cord, measuring 3.6 x 
0.4 cm, showing 3 vessels at sectioning. Histological examina-
tion revealed normal fetal tissue and placenta. Fallopian tube 
showed extensive hemmorrage with chorionic villi in the wall 
and decidual change in lamina propria [1,2].
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Figure 1: Ectopic tubal pregnancy: fimbriae (withe arrow) am-
pulla (black arrow).

Conclusion: Advanced ectopic pregnancy is a life-threaten-
ing condition. Early diagnosis is necessary to avoid salpingec-
tomy; which compromises fertility in patients wishing future 
pregnancy.
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