
	

Asymmetric and Nodular Pleural Thickening - 
Not Always a Mesothelioma! 

1

MedDocs Publishers

Received: Jul 01, 2021
Accepted: Jul 23, 2021
Published Online: Jul 26, 2021
Journal: Journal of Clinical Images
Publisher: MedDocs Publishers LLC
Online edition: http://meddocsonline.org/
Copyright: © Agarwal P (2021). This Article is
distributed under the terms of Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International License

*Corresponding Author(s): Priyal Agarwal
Department of internal Medicine, Michigan State 
University, 313 North Cedar Street Apt no 512, Michigan. 
Tel: 2482310360, Fax: 5173645185; 
Email: agarwa96@msu.edu & priyalag92@gmail.com

Journal of Clinical Images

Open Access | Clinical Image

Cite this article: Agarwal P, Vergehese MT, Duwadi A, Do DO S. Asymmetric and Nodular Pleural Thickening - 
Not Always a Mesothelioma!. J Clin Images. 2021; 4(1): 1098.

Clinical image description

A 65-year-old male with extensive history of tobacco use 
(50-pack-year) presented with progressively worsening short-
ness of breath and cough. He worked in a factory where he was 
involved in grinding metals. In addition, he reported possible 
exposure to asbestos in the past at a previous job. Computed 
Tomography (CT) chest with contrast showed asymmetric nodu-
lar thickening of pleura, along with parenchymal nodules, most 
prominently involving the right upper along with mediastinal 
and lymphadenopathy (Figure 1). The asymmetric and nodular 
pleural involvement on imaging was highly suspicious of me-
sothelioma. We did an endobronchial ultrasound-guided fine 
needle aspiration (EBUS-FNA) biopsy of the right paratracheal 
node which revealed adenocarcinoma of the lung. This case il-
lustrates the uncommon presentation of lung adenocarcinoma 
with extensive pleural thickening in a smoker.
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