
 

Flap Trauma after Corneal Surgery
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Clinical image description

A thirty-year-old woman had bilateral LASIK surgery for mod-
erate myopia (3 Diopters) two months ago without any prob-
lem.

She recovered excellent vision the day after and had artificial 
tears and antibiotics drops for one month after the surgery. She 
was asked not to do any sport and not to rub her eyes for one 
month .

She was working in the vineyards and two months after sur-
gery she fell on a bush and at once had a decreased vision on 
her right eye and came to the clinic on the same day.

In her right cornea, the flap had moved from its original po-
sition, we could see striae (Figure 1) and a part of the flap had  
rolled up on itself (Figure 2). Figure 1: Flap striae
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Figure 2: The flap has rolled up on itself  

Under the microscope, the flap was lifted (Figure 3) and then 
we tried to “smooth” the flap to make the striae disappear (Fig-
ure 4). Even if she came quicky to the clinic, this part of the 
surgery took more than half an hour.

Then we had to dry the edge of the flap and the Figure 5 
shows the final aspect before using a soft contact lens for 48 
hours to be sure that the flap of the cornea does not move.

Figure 3: Lifting the flap

Figure 4: “smoothing” the flap

Figure 5: Final aspect

Two days after removing the contact lens, the visual acuity 
was 20/20 again .


