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Pinworms (Enterobius vermicularis) mimicking
acute appendicitis
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Clinical image description

Pinworm at base of appendix from a 14-year-old boy admit-
ted with abdominal pain for presumed appendicitis. Pinworms
are a parasite of the roundworm family Enterobius vermicularis
(EV) and are the most common worm in the UK. Up to 40% of
school children will suffer with this parasite infection at some
time in their lives [1].

Enterobius vermicularis was found in 3.8% of 287 paediatric
emergency appendectomies in a large UK paediatric hospital in

2018 [2]. In these patients surgery is associated with unneces- References
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